
 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON COVID-19 VIRUS AND NO WORSHIP SERVICE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Dear Oakridge Lutheran Church Family, 

Grace and peace be to each one of you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I write to you now in the midst of unprecedented happenings in our time.  By now you have all 

witnessed the increasingly intense measures to curtail gatherings of people in order to "flatten the 

curve" of the spread of the COVID-19 flu virus.  The good news is that it is working!  People, especially in 

the "high risk demographic" that the government health authorities have identified as the elderly, 

infants, people with pre-existing immune and respiratory illness, etc., will be made more secure by these 

responsible measures and lives will be saved. 

The Bishops office and the national synod of the ELCIC have been offering leadership and support and 

have been communicating regularly with health authorities and government officials to determine the 

most prudent ways to proceed and then, in turn, have been communicating with pastors throughout the 

lower mainland.  Just this morning I was on a video meeting with the Bishop and 15 other pastors in our 

region to pray together, support one another and discuss strategies on how to deal with the rapidly 

changing situation. 

The council met after last Sundays worship to discuss the most responsible and caring way forward for 

our church community and, in light of the most recent letter from the National Bishop and all of the 

Synodical Bishops, the very hard decision to suspend in-person worship gatherings has been made.  

Effective immediately, in-person services at Oakridge will not be taking place until further notice. 

As I instructed last Sunday, when we were all together, this difficult decision is being taken not 

necessarily for ourselves but as an expression of care and responsibility for the well being of all of our 

Oakridge family and, indeed, the wider community we are all a part of.  Like most of you I have a family 

as well and have an obligation of care to them, Rosie, Megan and Ava need to be protected as well. 

Throughout its long history the Church has faced adversity, attack, persecution and every effort to 

destroy it and despite all this has endured and even grown stronger.  I am reminded of the words of the 

great 13th century English saint,  Julian of Norwich: 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” 

Please know that your pastor and council are with you. Even now we are discussing how to make 

resources for prayer, study and spiritual support available to you via the internet and whatever other 

means are available. 

We will update you all as new information is available and as decisions are made and you are always 

invited to call or email me as you feel moved to do so. 

This time of challenge will pass and we will be together again soon, in the interim, let us be "swift to love 

and quick to be kind" as we remain confident in God's love and grace. 

God's peace and protection be with you all. 

Pastor Matthew 

Burnaby BC 

March 17th  2020 


